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England rescued the Ottoman Empire from the hands of 1855 Mohammed Ali, in direct opposition to the policy of France, British counsels had been almost supreme at the Porte. Turkey was convinced that England was her truest friend, and with this conviction, and such a man as the Elchi to enforce it, the task of asserting English influence at Constantinople had been comparatively easy. Lord Stratford had enjoyed a scarcely interrupted reign for many years, not indeed unopposed by the Turks and uncontested by the other embassies, but on the whole the opposition had been unavailing and the contest had left him unshaken in his power.
The Crimean War brought about a change in this position. The immense numerical preponderance of the French army, their taking of the Malakov and the consequent withdrawal of the Russians from the south side of Sevastopol, and the insidious skill of their latest representative at the Porte, had materially strengthened the ascendancy of France in Turkey. The Ottoman ministers were now almost disposed to think that, after all, France might be their best ally; or if they did not go so far as this, they were at least fully alive to the advantages which must accrue to Turkey by playing upon the jealousies of the rival allies. Lord Stratford could easily have held his own, had he been adequately supported by the Government at home; but unfortunately Ministers had not yet sounded the depths of Louis Napoleon, and were just then more disposed to take the part of the French than of the Elchi. Deserted by the Foreign Secretary, Lord Stratford found himself contending at the odds of one against three instead of even numbers. From the beginning of the war the unequal duel never ceased. Publicly indeed, the forms of courtesy were observed, and in private there was even a good-humoured cordiality between the two embassies ; but officially there was undying suspicion beneath the polished surface. As an instance of the intrigues which were carried on in 1855 we may revert to Lord Stratford's first visit to the Crimea. Hardly had his back been turned, when the French representative succeeded in inducing the ever-complaisant Sultan to recall from exile his brother-in-law Mohammed Ali. This man, as
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